
REASON FOR PETITIONING FOR ABANDONMENT

The Reno Development Code requires the Reno City Council to make the finding that “there will be no 
material injury to the public” when considering an abandonment application.  This Application is submitted 
on behalf of all nine (9) adjacent property owners who support the abandonment within Reno’s Neon Line 
District.  The subject property is  contiguous to the Entertainment District of the Downtown Reno Regional 
Center (“DDRC”).  

This Application will not cause material injury to the public since, among other reasons, it is 
supported by the following DRRC policies:

1. Development that includes the improvement of key attractions in the area including
recreation, businesses, and natural features is encouraged and consistent with this plan.

The Application will accommodate the development of key attractions within Reno’s Neon
Line District such as: (i) the SR Connect, a proposed outdoor event and entertainment
venue, and (ii) the expansion of the Sands Regency Casino Hotel including spa, pool area,
food and beverage venues, banquet kitchens, convention spaces, ballrooms, vestibule,
parking garage and residential units. The abandonment will create a contiguous
pedestrian friendly development that will provide additional recreation options to locals
and tourists visiting (or living in) Reno’s Neon Line District.

2. Development should include a mix of land uses.

The Application will allow for the development of a mixed use, cohesive, pedestrian
friendly project – including residential, retail, commercial and gaming within Reno’s Neon
Line District.

3. Developments including a significant employment base should be encouraged in order to
increase transit use.

The Applicant will work with RTC to design the project (which will have a significant
employment base) in a configuration that increases transit use and prioritizes pedestrian
safety.  The RTC Capital Improvements Plan allocates $8,300,000 for “enhanced
sidewalks and bus/bike lanes, intersection improvements” on Fourth Street between
Keystone Avenue and Evans Avenue.  These funds will be used to create, enhance, and
encourage transit use within Reno’s Neon Line District.

4. Multifamily development within the Entertainment District should provide a minimum
density of 45 units per acre.

The Application will accommodate the construction of multifamily units throughout Reno’s
Neon Line District, including converting 173 hotel rooms at the Sands Regency Casino
Hotel into residential units and designating 10% of all residential units located within
Reno’s Neon Line District (on properties owned or controlled by the Applicant) for
affordable housing.
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5. Development should be designed to provide a transition between the lower densities and
building heights of the existing surrounding neighborhoods and the desired higher densities and building 
heights in mixed use areas.

The Application is located within a mixed use area and will allow for the safe transition
from the SR Connect, which is a low density and low building height development, into the
higher density, higher building height expansion of the Sands Regency Casino Hotel.

6. Buildings should be oriented toward the primary street frontage or provide a prominent
pedestrian access.

The Application will allow for a prominent pedestrian access into the SR Connect and
Sands Regency Casino Hotel.  Buildings will be oriented towards Arlington Avenue and
West Fourth Street in connection with Reno’s Neon Line (art and neon exhibits) which is
located along West Fourth Street.

7. Parking should be located inside, underground, or behind buildings.

The Application will allow for the construction of a parking garage.

8. Public spaces should interconnect within the high intensity areas of the regional center.
North/south pedestrian connections should be emphasized on Washington Street, Arlington Avenue, 
Virginia Street and Lake Street. East/west pedestrian connections should be emphasized along the 1st 
Street, Mill Street, Truckee River and 4th Street.

The Application will create a pedestrian connection between the SR Connect and Sands
Regency Casino Hotel.

9. Development should be designed to include wide sidewalks, landscaped parkways, street
trees, street furniture, and other pedestrian amenities.

The Application will allow for a contiguous  pedestrian connection between the SR Connect
and Sands Regency Casino Hotel and the extension of Reno’s Neon Line, which will
include artwork, wide sidewalks, landscaped parkways, street trees, street furniture,
and/or other pedestrian amenities.

10. Streetscapes should be designed to accommodate all modes of transportation comfortably
and should provide a separation between incompatible modes, such as bicycles and pedestrians where 
possible.

The Application will allow for the Applicant and RTC to design West Fourth Street to
accommodate all modes of transportation comfortably and provide a separation between
incompatible modes, such as bicycles and pedestrians.
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